
EUROPeAN UNION  CeNTeR FOR EXceLLeNce

Texas/EU High Speed Rail Symposium
The European Union Center will host a delegation from the province of Ciudad Real, Spain, to explore with its fra-

ternal city, College Station, TX, bene�ts of high speed rail technology for a one-day symposium that is co-sponsored 
by the city. This event will nurture understanding of how the two communities are meeting common challenges in 
the area of high speed rail technology. Topics covered will include history, economic bene�ts and plans of high-speed 
rail in Spain from the local, regional and national perspectives, as well as current and future plans and initiatives in 
Texas. During the visit, the European Union Center will also arrange for the delegation to meet with governmental 
and non-governmental agencies in Texas.

Organizers for the event say the event is intended for local Brazos County citizens, citizens who reside along the 
Texas T-Bone corridor, and industry and academic professionals who work in the transportation �eld. The symposium 
will provide valuable information about high speed rail systems in a forum that allows the general public to make 
informative decisions regarding the future possibilities of high-speed rail in our area. This unique opportunity allows 
citizens to draw from the experience of the citizens of Cuidad Real, Spain and how they bene�tted from implementa-
tion of high speed rail systems in their communities.
Texas/EU Wind Energy Symposium

The European Union Center will host a delegation from the province of Ciudad Real, Spain, to explore with its 
fraternal city, College Station, TX, the use and bene�ts of wind energy as an alternative energy source in a one-day 
symposium co-sponsored by the city. The state of wind energy technology as well as current and future initiatives for 
harnessing wind energy in Spain and Texas will be discussed. With increasing global demand for energy and a paral-
lel concern about the effects of climate change and global warming, the EU and the U.S. are leading the way in the 
development of alternatives to fossil fuel dependence for energy production. Texas has become one of the leading 
producers of energy from wind in the U.S. and College Station will soon be marketing electricity produced by wind 
energy to its utility customers. During the visit, the European Union Center will also arrange for the delegation to 
meet with governmental and non-governmental agencies in Texas.

INTeRNATIONAL  PROGRAMS FOR STUDeNTS

We are pleased to announce that International Programs for Students has revised the student advising staff career 
ladder to align more closely with the University’s Academic Advisor career path, and that this has been approved by 
Human Resources’ Classi�cation and Compensation Of�ce.  

Effective September 1, IPS has implemented a four-tiered career (instead of a two level) ladder which consists of 
the following tiers: 

�t�������������������"�E�W�J�T�P�S���*
�t�������������������"�E�W�J�T�P�S���*�*
�t�������������������4�F�O�J�P�S���"�E�W�J�T�P�S���*
�t�������������������4�F�O�J�P�S���"�E�W�J�T�P�S���*�*
IPS advisors have already started shifting into the new career ladder titles.  Due to University regulations, some 

new advising staff members will have to wait until they have been in their current positions for 3 months before 
their titles can change to those in the new career ladder.  However, the majority of the changes have now occurred.  
Because there are so many of these changes, we will shortly send out a new organizational chart to clarify those for 
everyone if you are not already aware of them.  

In addition, we received �nal word today that all IPS Program Coordinator titles have been approved to be 
reclassi�ed to better re�ect the level of duties and responsibilities they perform in relation to other campus of�ces.   
Please welcome our new Associate and Assistant Directors:   

Ms. Katy Britton, Assistant Director, International Student Services
Ms. Pascale Parker, Assistant Director, Study Abroad Programs
Mr. Ben Petty, Assistant Director, Study Abroad Programs
Ms. Lisa Tauferner, Assistant Director, Study Abroad Programs
Mr. Bill Taylor, Associate Director, International Student Services
 We are pleased to have worked with Human Resources to �nalize these important changes that better re�ect the 

roles and duties of these advising and administrative personnel.  My special thanks goes to Princess Ephriam for all 
her hard work in preparing and submitting PD’s and to Jane Flaherty, Violetta Cook, and Krista Tacey for their con-
tinuous advice and review of PDs and generic descriptions.  This process has been in progress for over a year, and 
without the efforts of everyone on the leadership team, these changes would not have been successful.  I would 
be remiss if I did not mention the constant support of the IPO Business Of�ce in this effort as well.  

 ~Suzanne Droleskey

OFFIce FOR LATIN  A MeRIcAN  PROGRAMS

Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) Utilizes the Mexico Center
Juan Carlos Villa and Manuel Solari from the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) utilized of�ce space at the 

Mexico Center during the week of August 24-28, 2009. They are working on a project for the National Coopera-
tive Highway Research Program (NCHRD). The project´s objective is to assess Mexico´s experience with long com-
mercial vehicles. Mr. Villa is also working on a project for the development of a master plan for a logistics center 
in Tula, Hidalgo.
Dr. Jeffrey Seemann, Vice President for Research at Texas A&M University, Attends 
Border Governors Conference in Monterrey, Mexico, September 2-4, 2009

Dr. Jeffrey Seemann, Vice President for Research at Texas A&M University, trav-
eled to Monterrey, Mexico, from September 2 to 4, with a delegation from Texas 
A&M including Ms. Katherine Rojo del Busto, executive associate Vice President for 
Research; Dr. Barry Lawrence and Dr. Jorge Leon, co-directors of the Global Manu-
facturing and Distribution Research Initiative; Dr. Roger Norton, executive director 
of the Of�ce for Latin American Programs; and Dr. Jennifer Brown, director of the 
Texas A&M University Center in Mexico.

During the visit, the delegation toured the PIIT (Park for Technology Research 
and Innovation), including research facilities at the Park of CIDESI (Engineering and 
Industrial Development Center) and CINVESTAV (Center of Advanced Studies and 
Research), among others. The delegation also attended the Border Governor’s Con-
ference and participated in discussions of the Science and Technology Committee.
Delegation from Texas A&M Visits El Salvador September 
9-12, 2009

Dr. Barry Lawrence and Dr. Jorge Leon, co-directors of the Global Manufacturing 
and Distribution Research Initiative, traveled to El Salvador September 9-12 with a 
delegation from Texas A&M including Dr. Michael Greenwald, director of Interna-
tional Studies Degree Program; Dr. Roger Norton, executive director for the Of�ce 
for Latin American Programs; and Ms. Maria Alves, program manager for South 
America in the Of�ce for Latin American Programs. 

A major purpose of the trip was to explore the possibility of working with the 
Salvadoran university ESEN to extend the Texas-Mexico Trade Corridor project (http://supplychain.tamu.edu/consor-
tium/mextex.php) into Central America, to be called the Mesoamerican Trade Corridor. In addition, the delegation 
explored possible student exchange programs and faculty research programs with ESEN and the University of El 
Salvador, and met with FUSADES, the leading think tank in Central America, and with international institutions that 
could support collaboration between Texas A&M and Salvadoran universities.  The delegation also explored student 
internship possibilities.

The meetings were very productive and held out the promise of leading to collaboration between the two coun-
tries in multiple areas.

SPONSOReD STUDeNT PROGRAMS

Check in and Orientation for Sponsored Students - Fall 2009
Sponsored Student Programs welcomed 130 students for the academic semester of Fall 2009. The diverse group of 

sponsored students is comprised of 41undergraduates and 89 graduates, of those, 25 are Fulbrighters, 8 are exchange 
students from TAMU Qatar. 

Texas A&M Welcomes Iraqi Students
Two new students from Iraq were welcomed to Texas A&M, sponsored under a new 

initiative led by TAMU in cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of Agriculture. The initia-
tive will provide agricultural extension training and support, expand university capacity 
development, and build stakeholder cooperation in Iraq.  Texas A&M anticipates that 
37 students will be funded by the Department of Defense through U.S Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), and will be administered by the Borlaug Institute and Sponsored 
Student Programs Of�ce. We all hope that newly arrived Iraqi students will enjoy Texas 
A&M University and College Station.

Open World Leadership Center Sponsors Short-term Delegation 
from Turkmenistan

Texas A&M University has been selected to host a small group of higher education 
professionals from Turkmenistan sponsored by the Open World Leadership Center. The 
Open World Leadership Center was founded by the Library of Congress with the stated 
mission to enhance understanding and capabilities for cooperation between the United 
States and the countries of Eurasia and the Baltic States by developing a network of 
leaders in the region who have gained signi�cant, �rsthand exposure to America’s demo-
cratic, accountable government and its free-market system in October.
Sponsored Student Programs Welcomes Two New Student Workers

Sara Morris is a junior Marketing major from Caddo Mills, Texas.  She is also pursing a Certi�cate in Interna-
tional Business and minoring in Comparative Cultural Studies with an International Cultures Focus.  Sara stays very 
involved on campus through various organizations such as Fish Camp.  She enjoys listening to music, traveling, and 
meeting new people.

Elsa Kosegarten is an international student from Saltillo, Mexico. She is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Environ-
mental Design with a concentration in Architectural Studies, and a minor in German. When she is not drawing or 
working on models, she enjoys running, cooking, and watching foreign movies.

Sponsored Student Programs staff is happy to have Sara and Elsa aboard.

INTeRNATIONAL  PROGRAMS OFFIce

International Programs is Hosting a Barbeque
A barbeque will be held at Veteran’s Park on October 1st for international faculty and scholars. The festivities will 

begin at 5:00 p.m. and last until 8:00 p.m. The event is meant to give international faculty and scholars a chance to 
meet with City of�cials, A&M faculty and administrators.

QATAR SUPPORT OFFIce

The Qatar Support Of�ce Welcomes Back Student Workers
The following student workers came back this week: Juan Palmas, Lisa Thomas, Denise Alex, Sabrina Porter, Justin Henderson 

and Mohammad Hashim. Juan and Mohammad came back from Mexico and Saudi Arabia respectively and brought treats 
with them back to the of�ce. The student workers are an integral part of the of�ce, QSO staff greatly appreciate all their hard 
work and are glad to have them back.

STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS OFFIce
The Study Abroad Of�ce Welcomes a New Staff Member

Julie Falkowski is from Batavia, NY, where she worked as a staff assistant in the Study Abroad Of�ce at SUNY in Buffalo. She 
has an associate’s degree from Genesee Community College in Human Service, Concentration: Alcohol and Substance Abuse. 
Her Bachelor’s Degree is from SUNY at Buffalo, where she was the �rst graduate of the Asian Studies Program with a concen-
tration in Japanese. She also spent a summer on an 8 week intensive Japanese Language Program at International Christian 
University in Mitaka, Tokyo, Japan. Her master’s degree is from Canisius College, also in Buffalo, NY in College Student Person-
nel Administration.

INSTITUTe FOR PAcIFIc A SIA
Confucius Center Holds Free Chinese Language and Culture Classes

For your information the Confucius Institute will begin enrollment for the Fall 2009 Community Chinese Language and 
Culture Class.  It is a free noncredit basic Mandarin Chinese class held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:30 to 6:45 pm, 
Sept. 10 - Dec. 8.

August 29 , 2009-Confucius Institute at Texas A&M attends CLTA- Texas Conference in 
San Antonio

 Six representatives of the Confucius Institute at Texas A&M attended the Annual Conference for the Chinese Lan-
guage Teachers Association of Texas, or CLTA, held in San Antonio.  Dr. Yirong Luo, Ms. Ying Wang, Dr. Yanfei Wang, 
Mr. Weidong Shi, Ms. Yuan Liu, and Mrs. Martha Green attended the one-day conference that was sponsored in part 
by the Confucius Institute at Texas A&M. 

During the Conference Dr. Luo, the Chinese Director of the Confucius Institute at A&M, addressed the attendees 
as a newly appointed member of the Board of Directors, laying out the various goals and programs planned by the 
institute for the coming year.  Dr. Luo pledged greater cooperation between CLTA and the Confucius Institute in the 
promotion of teaching Chinese language and culture in Texas. 

In addition, Mr. Weidong Shi, a lecturer at the Confucius Institute at Texas A&M, was a featured speaker on the 
Media, Minds, and Methods seminar during conference covering the “Teaching the ‘Ba’ Sentence”.  

The Confucius Institute at Texas A&M has fostered a cooperative effort with the CLTA of Texas, a nonpolitical non-
pro�t educational and professional organization, to promote teaching and learning of the Chinese language in Texas. 
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restaurant, Mi Tierra, in San 

Antonio.


